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HUAWEI — TELECOMMUNICATIONS CONTRACT 
Statement 

HON ROBIN SCOTT (Mining and Pastoral) [5.28 pm]: Today, after my contribution to Hon Charles Smith’s 
motion, I was warned that my remarks were bordering on racism. I believe that the job of warning anyone is not 
the responsibility of Hon Stephen Dawson; I believe that it is the job of the President. I am sure that if I had said 
anything unparliamentary, Madam President would have picked me up. It is obvious that the honourable member 
is attempting to tarnish my reputation before the next election. I accept that the Labor government would love to 
have a unionist elected to my Mining and Pastoral electorate. That will never happen. The people I love and the 
people who love me, including my friends, my constituents—in that I include my Indigenous constituents—
know I am not a racist. I never have been and never will be. Any further accusations of me being a racist will be 
vigorously defended. 

The PRESIDENT: As you know, every member in this chamber has the right to make a comment, sadly, not 
always or should be, through interjection. I must say that I have listened very carefully to the comments you have 
made over the last couple of days and I have looked at the standing orders. If I could have found something that 
would have sought to provide you some guidance with where you appeared to be heading with some of your 
comments, I would have done so. Obviously, when Hon Stephen Dawson was in here earlier today, he took offence 
at where he thought you were going, or he gave the impression that he took offence with his comments that he 
responded to you with. Although you might have taken umbrage at that yourself, it might give you pause to think 
about how people react to comments. I will call people up and call people out if I think that they are about to cross 
the line or they have crossed the line if they are attacking individuals based on their race or their religious beliefs. 
Just so that you know that I will pick you up, but it does not stop — 

Hon Robin Scott: Madam President — 

The PRESIDENT: No member; you do not get to reply. It does not stop other members from expressing a view, 
just as everyone has the right to express a view in this place. 

Statement 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Regional Development) [5.31 pm]: 
I want to support Hon Pierre Yang. As I think everyone in this chamber knows, he is an incredibly decent human 
being and he is incredibly hardworking. I think he showed a great deal of constraint in the face of some pretty 
awful provocation. 

I think the contrast is, as I noted today, Hon Charles Smith’s motion. He clearly has an issue that he legitimately 
wants to raise with his concern about the Chinese government. But he made a very, very clear distinction that he 
was not in any way attacking the Chinese people. He spoke directly about the respect he had for the Chinese people 
and their various virtues—that they were hardworking and good people. I think that was a really important statement 
for Hon Charles Smith to make. It stands in great contrast to the way in which Hon Robin Scott has been conducting 
himself when he has gone on the attack. A country is in the grip of a terrible pandemic and the Premier, the Minister 
for Tourism and Hon Pierre Yang went out in an act of solidarity to a Chinese restaurant and stood up and spoke 
in solidarity with the Chinese people. In particular, they spoke and stood in solidarity with Chinese Australians, 
such as Hon Pierre Yang, who we know have been caught up in some negative sentiment from a small percentage 
of Australians, who, unfortunately, have not reached the level of enlightenment whereby they understand that all 
Australians, of whatever origin, are equal. I am particularly appalled at the attacks that Hon Robin Scott has directed 
at the Premier, Minister Papalia and Hon Pierre Yang for going to a Chinese restaurant with the Chinese Consul 
General as an act of solidarity for a nation in the grip of a terrible pandemic. That is disgusting. 
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